
Attn:  Barbara Carr 
 
Please see attached for the various recommended edits/changes.  Also, I am including a 
copy of more data to assist you in understanding the current policies and procedures.  It is 
directly from the SFUSD website.  The most useful of the two documents included will most 
likely be the one titled 'substitute-motion-for-attendance-areas-Sep-2010-1. I did notice 
throughout the meeting yesterday that the committee did not have a sufficient amount of 
background information surrounding the current SFUSD Student Assignment System 
policies.  The press release that was handed out was in essence, a fraudulent and incorrect 
representation of the current system, as is.  I'm not sure why the school district would have 
given that document to you, given that the current system looks nothing like what is 
proposed in the press release. Therefore, the 'The Way It It Now' section is not accurate and 
adds factors that are not currently in place, nor have they been, to date.  I know the 
policies well.  I have been studying them for a year straight and they have also affected my 
children's ability to attend a school anywhere near our home.  I am going through an appeal 
process for a middle school assignment presently.  In addition, I wanted to inquire about 
the current title indicated in the approved draft, which is 'Student Assignment System.'  I 
am assuming the true title which was adopted and approved initially will be used on the 
ballot itself?  The title is 'Quality Neighborhood Schools For All,'  This is essentially a 
Neighborhood School Student Assignment initiative.  If you have any additional questions, I 
am happy to go into greater detail with you in any area noted in the draft ballot 
initiative.  It is of utmost importance to Students First, as the "owner" of this initiative and 
the major proponent that the current policy be accurately and truthfully depicted, as what it 
actually is, not what may or may not tae place.  I do appreciate all of your 
assistance.  Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Chris Miller 
Students First SF 
Chairman 
415.601.8521 
Students First Website 
Add Us on Facebook  
http://www.linkedin.com/in/chrismillersf   
 



	
  

	
  

Ballot Simplification Committee APPROVED Digest – 11:10 a.m. on Monday, 
March 21, 2011 – Packard, Fraps, Fasick, Jorgensen, Unruh 
Student Assignment System (working title only, subject to change) 
Requests for Reconsideration due by 11:10 a.m. on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 
 
The Way It Is Now: 
 
In accordance with  San Francisco Unified School District (School District) 
procedures adopted in 2010, parents may apply for their children to attend any 
school in the District. If a school does not have space for all applicants,  the School 
District admits students based on certain priorities. 
 
For elementary schools, the School District considers several factors, including in 
order of priority, whether: 
 
• older siblings attend the same school,  
• the student lives in the area and attends a School District pre-kindergarten 
         school in the area,  
• the student lives in an area with low-performing schools, and  
• the student lives nearby. 
 
All elementary schools send their students to a designated middle school. If parents 
prefer a different middle school, they may request one. For such requests, the 
School District generally considers the same factors as for elementary schools, in 
the same priority. 
 
For  high school, the School District does not make any initial assignments. Parents 
may apply for their children to attend any school, and the School District considers in 
order of priority, whether: 
 
• older siblings attend the same school, and 
• the student lives in an area with low-performing schools. 
 
Parents may apply for their children to attend schools with language immersion and 
other special programs. The School District considers requests according to similar 
priorities but imposes additional eligibility requirements. 
 
The Proposal: 
Proposition ___ would make it City policy to encourage the School District to adopt 
procedures to ensure that: 
 
• all students have the opportunity to attend a quality neighborhood school; 
• after assigning siblings to the same school, the distance from a student's home     
to the assigned school is the highest priority; and 
• the School District continues to provide students with the opportunity to attend 
schools with language immersion or other special programs, even if those schools 
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Comment: (insert)	
  the	
  

Comment: (insert)’s	
  

Comment: (deleted	
  and	
  changed	
  to	
  the	
  
following:	
  )	
  current	
  policy	
  

Comment: (insert)	
  which	
  is	
  often	
  the	
  case,	
  

Comment: (more	
  accurately	
  stated)	
  
specific	
  (rather	
  than	
  the	
  word	
  ‘certain.’)	
  

Comment: (deleted	
  due	
  to	
  inaccuracy,	
  
within	
  current	
  system.	
  	
  Point	
  of	
  reference-­‐	
  
there	
  are	
  many	
  children	
  who	
  are	
  admitted	
  
into	
  public	
  preschool/Pre-­‐K	
  programs,	
  
throughout	
  the	
  city,	
  who	
  are	
  placed	
  in	
  Pre-­‐	
  
K	
  programs	
  nowhere	
  near	
  their	
  homes-­‐	
  my	
  
son	
  falls	
  in	
  this	
  category.	
  	
  They	
  are	
  STILL	
  
given	
  priority	
  for	
  their	
  incoming	
  elementary	
  
school	
  child	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  elementary	
  school	
  
closest	
  to	
  their	
  PUBLIC	
  Pre-­‐K	
  school,	
  
regardless	
  of	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  that	
  
elementary	
  school	
  is	
  in	
  close(st)	
  proximity	
  
to	
  their	
  home.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  direct	
  interpretation	
  
of	
  the	
  CURRENT	
  SFUSD	
  policy.	
  	
  	
  

Comment: This	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  
assignment	
  system	
  was	
  previously	
  
proposed	
  and	
  NOT	
  implemented	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  
of	
  proposal/approval,	
  by	
  the	
  school	
  board.	
  	
  
If	
  you	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  actual,	
  fact-­‐based,	
  current	
  
version	
  of	
  the	
  SFUSD	
  student	
  assignment	
  
system	
  policy,	
  you	
  will	
  see	
  that	
  this	
  entire	
  
portion	
  of	
  “policy”	
  was	
  never	
  implemented,	
  
nor	
  is	
  it	
  currently	
  operative.	
  	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  
currently	
  implemented	
  system/policy	
  
within	
  the	
  SFUSD	
  student	
  assignment	
  
system,	
  for	
  middle	
  AND	
  high	
  school	
  
assignment,	
  is	
  the	
  following	
  (by	
  priority):	
  	
  
	
  
• older siblings attend the same school, 
and 
• the student lives in an area with low-
performing schools. 
 
	
  
	
  

Comment: …middle	
  school	
  and	
  (please	
  see	
  
comment	
  above)	
  



	
  

	
  

are not located near their homes. 
 
A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote "yes," you want to make it City policy to 
encourage the School District to place a higher priority on assigning students to 
schools near their homes, but still allow students to attend schools with language 
immersion or other special programs not near their homes. 
 
A "NO" Vote Means: If you vote “no,” you do not want to adopt this City policy.  
 
word count: 366 [suggested word limit: 300]	
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Comment: To	
  be	
  deleted.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  
mentioned	
  directly	
  above,	
  which	
  is	
  
sufficient.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  change	
  
from	
  the	
  current	
  system,	
  therefore,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  
appropriate	
  that	
  is	
  should	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  
this	
  closing.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  simply	
  mentioned	
  above,	
  
as	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  reference	
  and	
  a	
  potential	
  
response	
  to	
  the	
  inquiry	
  of.	
  “If	
  I	
  am	
  in	
  
support	
  of	
  a	
  more	
  heavily	
  neighborhood	
  
school	
  based	
  system,	
  does	
  that	
  mean	
  that	
  
the	
  current	
  practices	
  with	
  regards	
  to	
  the	
  
language	
  immersion	
  schools	
  and	
  special	
  
programs	
  change	
  as	
  well?”	
  	
  This	
  will	
  further	
  
confuse	
  voters	
  and	
  has	
  no	
  direct	
  correlation	
  
with	
  the	
  actual	
  initiative	
  itself.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Comment: (insert)	
  ,	
  to encourage the 
School District to place higher priority on 
assigning students to schools near their 
homes. 
 
Point of reference:  This is a DIRECT 
mirroring of the above “YES” statement, 
therefore it is factually sound and more 
accurate than the simplified version that 
now exists.  This additional descriptor is 
necessary in the voter understanding of 
the implications of this policy statement, 
therefore is a valid and necessary addition.  	
  




 


 

















 
 
 










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 









 


 











 






 














 















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
 







 


 











 


 

 

 







 


 











 
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
















 


 


 




 


 







 
 


 



















































 
 


 
 




 


 


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


 


 
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


















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









 


 


 
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




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


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










 


 





























 


 
 
 


 





































 
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 


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



















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




 





 


 


 
 


 



















 





 


 


















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


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










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



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 


 





 


 
 
 

 


 



 
 


 


 

 
 
 
 
 

 







 


 











 


 
 
 
 


 























 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
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





 






 







 




 




 




 



 
 










 




 













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
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
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


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