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August 8, 2016 

 

Barbara Carr 

Voter Information Division, Publications 

Department of Elections, City and County of San Francisco 

City Hall Room 48 

1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Place 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

Re: Suggested Edits to the General Sales Tax Measure 

 

Dear Ms. Carr, 

 

After reviewing the digest for the General Sales Tax ballot measure, I am submitting the 

following requested edits highlighted in yellow:  

 

-- 

 
The Way It Is Now: San Francisco has an 8.75% sales tax rate, with two parts:  
 

• 7.5% in State taxes, of which the City receives 1.25%; and  

 
• 1.25% in local sales taxes that fund the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART), the 
San Francisco County Transportation Authority, and the San Francisco County Public 
Finance Authority.  

 
State law allows the City to increase its share of the sales tax up to an additional 0.75%, with 
voter approval.  
 
0.25% of the 7.5% State tax rate will expire on December 31, 2016, reducing the overall tax rate 
in San Francisco to 8.5%.  
 
State law limits the amount of tax revenue the City can spend each year. State law authorizes 
San Francisco voters to approve increases to this limit for a maximum of four years.  
 



Barbara Carr 

August 8, 2016 
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The Proposal: Proposition ___ would increase the sales tax rate in San Francisco by 0.75%, for 
a total tax rate of 9.25%.  
 
The proceeds of the increase in the tax would be deposited into the General Fund, where the 
Board of Supervisors may allocate them for any public purpose.  
 
The sales tax increase expires after 25 years.  
 
Proposition ___ would also increase the City’s annual tax revenue spending limit by the amount 
of additional taxes collected under Proposition ___ for four years.  
 
A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote “yes,” you want the City to increase its sales tax rate by 
0.75%, for a total tax rate of 9.25% in San Francisco.  
 
A "NO" Vote Means: If you vote “no,” you do not want to make these changes. 
 
-- 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these changes and for your service.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Scott Wiener 

Member, San Francisco Board of Supervisors  
 

 

 

 


