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Parcel Tax for San Francisco Unified School District* 
Digest by the Ballot Simplification Committee 
 
Status:   Draft for Consideration 
On:   Monday, July 27, 2020 
Members:  Packard, Anderson, Girardin, Patterson 

Deadline to Request Reconsideration:  TBD 
The Way It Is Now: San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) educates about 54,000 students a year and employs 
about 6,900 teachers. 

In June 2018, San Francisco voters approved an annual parcel tax to provide funding to SFUSD (2018 School Parcel Tax). 
As of July 1, 2021, this tax is $320 per parcel of taxable property, with an adjustment for inflation each year. The 2018 
School Parcel Tax expires on June 30, 2038. 

SFUSD can use the money collected through this tax to:  

• Increase salaries and benefits for teachers and other SFUSD employees; 

• Increase staffing and funding at high-needs schools and community schools; 

• Provide professional development;  

• Invest in technology, including digital learning; and 

• Fund public charter schools. 

People age 65 or older before July 1 of the tax year are exempt from this tax if they own an interest in the property being 
taxed and if the property is where they live most of the time. Property designated as a parking space is also exempt if the 
parking space and residential parcel are owned by the same people. 

The 2018 School Parcel Tax has been challenged in court. The tax is being collected, but SFUSD cannot spend this money 
until the courts make a final ruling. 

The Proposal: Proposition __ would replace the 2018 School Parcel Tax [that was approved by a majority of voters] with a 
new parcel tax [that needs the approval of two-thirds of voters to pass]. Beginning on July 1, 2021, Proposition __ would 
change the tax to $288 per parcel of taxable property. This tax would be adjusted for inflation each year and would expire 
on June 30, 2038. 

People age 65 or older before July 1 of the tax year would be exempt from this tax if they own an interest in the property 
being taxed and if the property is where they live most of the time. 

SFUSD could use the money collected through this tax for the same purposes as the 2018 School Parcel Tax. 

A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote "yes," beginning on July 1, 2021, you want the City to replace the 2018 School Parcel 
Tax and decrease the annual tax rate from $320 per parcel to $288 per parcel, adjusted for inflation each year and with an 
exemption for people age 65 or older. 

A "NO" Vote Means: If you vote “no,” you do not want to make these changes. 

Lauren Girardin
Suggested Words You need to Know: ParcelTaxable propertyParcel taxHigh-needs schoolsCommunity schoolsProfessional development?Digital learning?Public charter schoolsPrinciple residence (if suggested change does not make it into final)

Lauren Girardin
I added these exemptions (adapted from the 2018 digest) here because as far as I can tell, the new tax does not retain the parking space exemption. If the digest does not include the exemptions, it might seem that the only difference is the per parcel tax dollar amount, which seems to not be the case. If I misunderstood the leg text, we can take out the parts about the exemptions.

Lauren Girardin
I wanted unmuddle this from the sausage-making of the City disbursing the money to SFUSD.

Lauren Girardin
Normally the BSC-written digest does not explain the number of votes, it’s explained elsewhere. However, this is an unusual situation that would benefit from BSC discussion.A brief note about the voter threshold issue could help voters understand why they are being asked to vote on this just 2 years after the last time. Without this acknowledgement, it might mislead voters to believe the proposition only exists to lower the per parcel rate.��I’ve put these text suggestions in brackets so we can all easily see what parts we can consider adding or not.
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